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21 March 2011

Prof Kazuo Shigemasu

President

Japanese Psychological Association

Dear Professor Shigemasu

My wife, Assoc Prof Laurel Morris, and I have been greatly distressed to see the news about the impact of the earthquake and tsunami. We send our deepest condolences to all of the Japanese people who are suffering as a result of these tragic events.

We met some of our Japanese colleagues at the Osaka conference last year and previously during our visits to Tokyo and Kyoto Universities. You made us very welcome and we are grateful for your friendship and hospitality. 

We are especially concerned regarding the impact of this disaster on our psychological colleagues. We know from our experience of large-scale disasters in Australia, such as our recent bushfires, floods and cyclone, that these affect many survivors psychologically, in addition to the material impact on lives and property. You will be facing an enormous demand for psychological support for at least several years. Providing this kind of support, for disaster survivors, can also be very draining for the psychologists involved.

So we wish you all the very best for your recovery, nationally and individually. We hope there will be an opportunity for us to contribute our support directly. You are in our thoughts.

Sincerely

Prof Bob Montgomery

President, Australian Psychological Society 2008-2010

VicePresident, Allied Health Professions Australia 2009-

Adjunct Professor in Psychology, University of the Sunshine Coast, Australia
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